Fungicidal effects of Histatin-5 against 26 oral isolates belonging to 5 non-albicans Candida species were examined. Fifty \iM of Histatin-5 killed more than 95% of C. tropicalis and C. guilliermondii isolates, and more than 90% of C. parapsilosis and C. krusei. However, and C.
glabrata were less sensitive to the peptide (mean 62.9%).
Our results, taken together, demonstrated that Histatin-5 possessed the fungicidal activity against Candida species, other than C. glabrata.
The AIDS epidemic, improved life-sustaining therapy, and aggressive anticancer therapy have contributed to the rise in the number of severly immunocompromised patients (3). This has led to an increase in oral and systemic fungal infection, and the concominant increased usage of antifungal agents for prophylaxis is most likely the main cause of the development of antifungal drug resistance (20) .
Recently, the importance of non-albicans Candida species in the candidal infection and candidaemia has been reported(5,10,21 All yeast cells suspended, remained in the blastospore phase.
Hsn-5 (DSHEKRHHGYKRKFHEKHHSHRGY) was purchased from Sigma Chem. The assays were carried out on two independent occasions with quadruplicated samples on each occasion. Loss of viability was calculated as [1 -(colonies from suspension with peptides/colonies from suspension with no protein)] x_100 (2).
x; a multiplication sign, not [ex] .
All of the numerical data obtained here were analysed by an one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and subjected to Tukey's multiple range test.
Hsns are present in saliva of healthy adults at concentrations of 50 -425 fxg/ml (2).
Hsn-5 is the most potent candicidal member of the family that kills pathogenic Candida species from 90 to 100% at physiological concentrations (15 - 
